io6 THE FLEET ARRIVES AT BURBOROATA. [ 9 ?Is6s,
such as do no man hurt. But (as QQD would have it!) he wanted that thing, which, If he had had, would have been his confusion. For these were no such kind of people as we took them to be; but more devilish a thousand parts, and are eaters and devourers of any man they can catch. As it was afterwards declared unto us at Burboroata, by a caravel coming out of Spain with certain soldiers and a Captain General, sent by the King for those eastward parts of the Indias. Who sailing along in a pinnace, as our Captain did, to descry the coast, was by the Caribs called ashore, with sundry tokens made to him of friendship, and gold shewed as though they desired to traffic : with the which the Spaniards being moved, suspecting no deceit at all, went ashore amongst them. The Captain was no sooner ashore, but with four or five more was taken; the rest of his company being invaded by them, saved themselves by flight: but they that were taken, paid their ransom with their lives, and were presently [at once] eaten. And this is their practice to toll [decoy] with their gold, the ignorant to their snares. They are bloodsuckers of Spaniards, Indians, and all that light in their laps : not sparing their own countrymen if they can conveniently come by them.
Their policy in fight with the Spaniards is marvellous. For they choose for their refuge, the mountains and woods ; where the Spaniards, with their horses, cannot follow them : and if they fortune to be met in the plain, where one horseman may overrun a hundred of them; they have a device, of late practised by them, to pitch stakes of wood in the ground, and also small iron pikes, to mischief their horses; wherein they shew themselves politic warriors.
They have more abundance of gold than all the Spaniards have, and live upon the mountains where the mines are, in such number, that the Spaniards have much ado to get any of them from them. And yet, sometimes, by assembling a great number of men, which happeneth once in two years, they get a piece from them; which afterwards they keep sure enough.
Thus having escaped the danger of them; we kept our course along the coast, and came the 3rd of April, to a town called Burboroata [ ? La Guayra, or near it]; where his ships came to